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Throughout the Pacific Rim wild nature and wild culture are under attack. Loggers
tear down the forests. Mining corporations rip open chasms in the earth. Stateless
tribal societies are either exterminated or assimilated. But against the death
culture rebellion grows. The victorious eco-insurrection in Bougainville, and the
strengthening indigenous resistance in West Papua are just two examples.

For ten years the British radical ecological
movement has taken inspiration from Pacific
struggles, and in return has carried out sporadic
solidarity actions against companies and
embassies. In the middle of 2002 many decided
we needed to consolidate to make sure we give
more consistent support. Since then actions and
support work has blossomed. Listed below are just
some of the solidarity actions that we in SSP
(Brighton) have received reports about.

Papuan Prisoner Plcket (26/06/02) In response
to the arrest of Papuan Highland activist Benny
Wenda, a three-person picket is held at the
Indonesian Embassy in London. Getting there just
before opening, the masked picketeers succeed in
turning away quite a few freaked-out embassy staff
and visitors. It takes the Diplomatic Police an
incredible 45 minutes to turn up—despite being in
Grosvenor Square round the comer! Four months
later Benny escapes from jail.

Palnt Bombs (08/10,/02) Toyota are responsible
for logging in West Papua, a position that marks
them out as clear enemies both of nature and of
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the tribal people whose land is logged. One of their
main UK bases near Redhill was visited and the
front covered in red paint.

RTZ Blockaded In North Wales (08/10/02)
Anglesey Aluminium was blockaded for nearly six
hours by a group of 15 people making novel use of
a clapped out minivan and a tripod. The van, laden
with two cement filled oil barrels was towed in at
8.30am before irrevocably, and finally, breaking
down outside the main entrance to the aluminium
smelting plant. Someone stuck their hand through
a hole in the side panel and locked onto one of the
barrels. The other bartel fell through a hole in the
floor of the van, tyres deflated on account of their
being slashed and another person stuck their arm
in and clipped on. So, that wasn’t going anywhere
for a while. A long tailback rapidly ensued.
Meanwhile a scaffold tripod went round the back
entrance just in case anyone had sneaky ideas
about slipping in or out that way. After a couple of
hours the plant opened an unbeknown third narrow
entrance, allowing light freight and traffic access,
but larger, heavier vehicles were prevented from
entering or leaving for another 3 1/2 hours. A large



number of police arrived but no arrests were made.
Anglesey Aluminium are 51 percent owned by Rio
Tinto Zinc (RTZ) who jointly own the Freeport mine
in West Papua—the world’s second largest copper
mine and the largest proven gold deposit, worth
$40 billion.

Indoneslan Embassy Occupatlon (09/10/02) The
Indonesian Embassy in London was occupied in
solidarity with the people of West Papua. Occupiers
chained themselves to railings in a third floor
window shouting “Papua Merdeka” (Freedom for
Papua) to the on-looking crowd. The Indonesian flag
was pulled down and the Papuan ‘Morning Star’
flag was about to be raised when Indonesian
officials dragged the flag raiser who had climbed up
the side of the building back into the embassy. A
group of activists gathered outside with banners
reading ‘Free West Papua’ and ‘Victory to the
OPM’. The building remained occupied for nearly an
hour. Four were arrested.

New Tribe Misslonarles Ralded (11/10/02) More
than fifty people took direct action against the New
Tribes Mission (NTM) UK Headquarters in Grimsby,
in solidarity with resistant indigenous people of the
Philippines and Papua. NTM have stated that they
intend to preach to every tribe on the planet by
2025, such as the Agta of Northern Luzon and
tribes in Mindanao. NTM build airstrips in jungles,
have their own planes to ferry first missionaries
and then businessmen, Coca Cola and the military.
First comes Christianity and then corporations.
Indigenous movements in West Papua have
declared missionaries one of the ‘Four Enemies of
Tribal People’ and say that they are as responsible
as mining or logging companies for ecological and
cultural destruction.

The activists visited NTM wearing West Papuan
masks, invaded and occupied the offices. They
severely outnumbered the missionaries working
there. Essential information and equipment was
removed which will prove valuable to research for
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“We are not terrorists!
We do not want modern
life! We refuse any
kinds of development:
religious groups, aid
agencies, and
governmental
organisations, Just
Leave Us Alone,
Please!”—The
Liberation Army of the
Free Papua Movement
(TPN/OFPM)

“This is a popular
ecological revolution
that evolved from an
act of self defence. We
could tolerate the mine
no longer. We couldn’t
stand idle and so we
set up a militant type
organisation to contain
what the security
forces were doing to
us.”—Bougainville
Revolutionary Army
(BRA)

“We are the eco-
warriors of the Third
World country... So |
pulled the GM crops
and stomped with my
feet. What | felt was,
This is it! So this is the
poisonous one, it must
be annihilated!"—
Davao EF! (Philippines)

resistance to NTM. Other people sabotaged and
damaged essential computer hardware, software
and other office equipment; others argued with
workers; others demonstrated outside or in the
village nearby with banners. A timing device was
planted in a toilet that later opened a valve on the
cold water supply leading to flood damage during
Friday night and Saturday morning. All the
protestors left the scene without arrest, although
missionaries attempted—and failed—to stop
people leaving. Following the action the cult pulled
some strings and the cops raided nearly half a
dozen properties over a period of four months.
Around twenty people were arrested, but police
attempts to frame people failed, and at the time of
writing all but one of the cases has been dropped.

BG Group PLC—Making Nature History
(18/10/02) BG are involved in the extraction of
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Liguid Natural Gas in occupied West Papua.
Activists inter vened at the Natural History Museum
in a special preview of the BBC Wildlife Wildlife
Photographer of the Year exhibition sponsored by
BG; another example of corporate greenwash. A
banner was put at the entrance, leaflets were
handed out and we ended up in a long argument
with the editor of BBC Wildlife. ‘If BG Group
continue exploiting natural resources soon all we
will have left of biodiversity will be the photos.” On
other days activists were thrown out by security
and the exhibition was well stickered. In 2003 for
the first time the competition has no outside
sponsor.

BP Targeted at CBI Conference (26/11/02) At the
Confederation of British Industry (CBI) conference
the BP stall—and its corporate front men—were
drenched in fake blood to counter the greenwash
the company uses to cover its ecocidal, genocidal
business. The action was done against the Baku-
Ceyhan pipeline and in solidarity with the tribes of
West Papua. Two people were arrested and
charged with £5,500 worth of criminal damage. In
an apparent attempt to push for assault, one of
the blood soaked execs went to hospital—oh dear,
maybe he got some in his eye.

Manchester BP Garage Blockaded (18/12/02)
Activists blockaded a petrol station in Moss Side,
Manchester, for over four hours as an act of
solidarity with the people of West Papua. Two
scaffolding tripods were er

On-the-gound Solidarity Virk



Prisoner Suppdrand Diect Cash Aid

Get Active







