Just Leave Us Alone!

A letter from a Papuan Tribesman

“...forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing”
Quotes Habibie, the President of Indonesia (Gospel Luke 23:34)

“Come on, how can I forgive...? I just can't!”
Replies Wiwa Wewo, a Melanesian Tribesman




Solidarity South Pacific

For over thirty years the tribes of West Papua have been r esisting the destruction of their land and
peoples by multinational corporations and the Indonesian military. In the jungles the guerrillas of the
OPM (Free Papua Movement) fight a western armed military with only longbows and their knowledge of
the land. This is but one of many struggles in the South Pacific.

Throughout the Pacific rim wild nature and wild culture are under attack. Loggers tear down the forests.
Mining corporations rip open chasms in the earth. Free tribal socicties are either exterminated or assimilated. In
this century over half of the earth's diverse forms of life are facing extinction - these are critical times. The
Pacific rim with its rainforest expanses, surviving pockets of wild peoples and coral reefs is a critical field of
battle. Against the death culture rebellion grows. The victorious eco-insurrection in Bougainville and the
strengthening indigenous resistance in West Papua are just two example.

For ten years the British radical ecological movement has taken inspiration from Pacific struggles and in
return carried out sporadic solidarity actions against companies and embassies. In the middle of 2002 some of
us behind these actions decided we needed to consolidate to make sure we can give more consistent support to
struggling wild peoples in this region.

We aim primarily to aid the West Papuan tribal resistance, Earth First! and the Agta people in the
Phillipines and bring attention to the revolution on Bougainville. We also want to bring the voices of these
people direct and unmediated. This pamphlet is part of that project.

At the beginning of the 21st century we all have to chose sides. Do we remain on the side of Industrial
civilisation or do we stand with wild cultures in defence of our living carth.

If after reading this pamphlet you decide to defect, contact us.

Better still just take action.

Available from Solidarity South Pacific
(All prices include UK postage)

Pamphlets

Rumble in the Jungle £1.20

This pamphlet is an interview with a representative of the Free Papua Movement (OPM) originally printed in Do or Die -
Voices from the Ecological Resistance - www.eco-action.or g/dod. It covers: Papuan traditional culture, multinational mining
scum, the OPM and resistance to Indonesian rule, women in the struggle, West Papua after Suharto and what the future holds.

Leave Us Alone £2.40

A very unusual pamphlet. Here you get the opportunity to see civilisation through the eyes of one from beyond its borders. The
Papuan Lani tribe sent the author to find out “what this europe thing is that’s attacking us’. Read Wiwa Wewo’s report back on
the west. Subjects covered include: What is wrong with the modern world?, The four enemies of tribal people and not least of
all, plastic plants.

Yideos

The Coconut Revolution £6.00

Bougainville, with a population of only 160,000 has managed to close and keep closed one of the biggest mines in the world.
Despite having to fight the Australian & PNG armies, they have held their ground for a decade with antique weapons and
homemade guns made out of water-piping and planks. Improvising with alternative technology and herbal medicine these
people have taken on the biggest mining company in the world and won.

Freedom For West Papua £6.00
This video is a cut together compilation from a number of films about West Papua. With voice commentary by a Papuan
activist this is a good intro into this border conflict between tribal culture and civilisation.

Send payment ONLY as blank payee T'ostal Orders to: Solidarity South Pacific
c¢/o SDEF!, Prior House, Tilbury T’lace, Brighton, E. Sussex, BN2 2GY, UK

www.eco-action.org/ssp

Greetings from Wiwa Wewo

Hostile, confused, primitive, wondertul, insulting, radical, extremist, funny, fantasy, emotional,
irrational... are some of the possible words that will come out from readers of this public letter. All this
depends on you, on how you would like to interpret these ideas. My job is to be frank to myself, and to
my people, to be the best teacher as I can to my people. It is up to you to judge me as whatever you
would like to call me, based on your interest(s).

I am addressing this letter to my own people, the Lani of West Papua. This is written as an internal letter,
not for public readers, written with one purpose, to help my people focus our attention on our culture and its
four main enemies. To give some alternative actions for preserving our identity on this earth.

This is the synopsis of my letter to my people, not a translation but a transferred version. It is just a note
for the outsiders, telling what I am writing to my people. It does not recount everything I am writing, however
it does point out the main points that the West needs to understand. In addition, this is not an academic seript,
therefore, I avoid quoting any ideas and views from anyone. The ideas are solely based upon my culture and
my discussions with my own people. They do not reflect any modern philosophy . I hope I am not selling my
culture to outsiders, because I am scared they will come in, learn, and finally exploit us. I do not want to
commit suicide in a cultural genocide of my own making.

This is the message that confronts civilisation at the end of the century. I believe that this generation does
not need a lobby, it does not need diplomacy, and it does not need politicians anymore. It needs normal people,
it needs tribal people to come, stand up, shout, cry out, challenge and confront. This booklet starts this mission,
without compromise, without any tactics that this modern community may possess and expect us to choose and
apply. I hope the people, tribal people, in the Western countries will agree with me that the governments, the
churches, the corporations, and the developmental or ganisations have been supporting the destruction of the
planet earth and its inhabitants, including you the readers and myself the writer.

—Wiwa Wewo, Britain, Autumn 1999
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Some time ago, a villager, let me call him Kurona,
was living with his wives and children. They
enjoyed their lives very much. Day and night
they worked, cooked, ate and slept together. They
were living in a sharing and caring environment.
When the children became older, they became
assistants to their parents. No one fr om other
tribes disturbed their joy and happiness. All were
in peace. All was in harmony. All left the others as
they were.

One day a complete stranger, with different hair,
skin colour, language, and culture came into the
village. He came with a big smile, bringing many
good things like salt, sugar, matches, mirrors, knives
and the Good News. The Kuronas accepted and
treated him like a family member. They thanked him.
They adored him. They respected him a lot.
However, over time, this guest was building up
something that would eventually destroy the joy and
happiness of the family. During his stay there, the
guest had realised that this family had many things
that he needed for his home village. Here is one of
his thoughts.“Hmm, we have finished all that we

had. We have eaten all. This family has lots of things
here and this is unfair But this family is stupid. They
do not even use what is around them. They leave
these things as they are because they are primitive.
How foolish. They are poor amidst their wealth. I
must invite my people and find as many ways as
possible to get rid of this family and take what they
have here. They do not even know how to manage
what they have because they are uneducated,
primitive, and undeveloped. If they need anything,
we can offer them things to make them happy,
meanwhile taking the precious things from this
village. If there are more villagers, we must think
about how to expel them from this area, so that we
can own this village, just as we did in Africa,
Australia and America”.

Some decades later, the guest invited or aided
more of his people to come in and rob the family and
the village. Over time his people and other foreigners
flooded the small village. Kurona thought, ‘Perhaps
these new people need to find new villages so that
they do not disturb my family’s joy and happiness”.
He stood up and asked his guests to leave and find
surrounding villages and settle elsewhere. In reply,
the guest who had come first declared, “We do not
want to move! This is our house! This is our village!
You have to move with your wives and children!”
While they were arguing in the yard, and while his
remaining family members were all with him, some
of the foreigners went into the houses through the
back doors and very quickly and quietly took the












Mosques and Chaines dominate modemarchitecture in Papua: “Religion is a tool used by
those in power to comtit the human beings of this daf






























Loggers tear down the fest and a swiftly followed by goveiment-sponsed settlers:
“Everything is moving towatts a boring oneness.”



























