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“Bows No
Ballots”

“For me democracy, autocracy and dictatorship are all the same. All are used to control and
manipulate people. All are to exploit. They're all tools of the “nation state” that does not exist in
tribal communities. Therefore promoting democracy is hot the solution for tribal communities.”

- Wiwa Wewo, Lani tribesman, ‘Just Leave Us Alonel’

Rocky months ahead for Indonesian talk of watching their families being thrown into

establishment as Papuans and
Acehnese declarelection boycott.

Ever since the Indonesian insurrection in
1998 brought down the military dictatorship of
Sueharto Papuans have been forced into the
farce of voting for their own oppressors. That’s
democracy!

Voting is obligatory in Indonesia and heavily
enforced by the police. In an act of defiance
against the increasing repression of the
Indonesian state plans are in place to
blockade polling stations and for mass
abstentions during both the 5th April
parliamentary elections and the 5th July
presidential elections.

The last time people dared not to vote in
Papua was in 1977. Following years of teror at
the hands of the Indonesian military thousands
of Papuans refused to place their votes, the
response was terrifying. Suharto unleashed the
biggest massacre ever seen in West Papua,
bombing highland villages and forcing
thousands to starve in the jungles. People still

mass graves and how the Baliem river ran red
with blood.

Papuans have been in touch with us
requesting intemational solidarity action to
help stem a backlash this time round.

Intemational Days of Action

International solidarity groups are being
asked to mobilise in support of the election
boycotts. In the UK there are plans for pickets
of the Indonesian Embassy in London.

It is also requested that during the weeks
before the elections people phone or fax the
Indonesian Embassy. The London Embassy
phone is 0207 4997661 fax 0207 74914993

It is quite possible that if the boycotts are
successful the Indonesian state will react by
attacking demonstrations and hunting down
organisers. If thls happens we should be
prepared to support Papuan resistance with
real solldarlty and take actlon agalnst
Indoneslan companles - see corporate detalls
on our webslte.

UK Companies Back out of Indo
Timber..Activists Face fal

2003 saw a wave of pickets, office actions
and sabotage aimed at decreasing Britain’s
imports of rainforest timber from Indonesia.
The campaign spearheaded by Greenpeace UK
successfuly pressured two of Britain’s biggest
retailers, Jewsons and Travis Perkins to back
out of Indonesian hardwood products.

In three towns across the UK timber
merchants dealing in Papuan and Filippino
timber were targeted with window smashings
and graffiti. At Tilbury Docks Greenpeace
activists sprayed timber marking it as illegal
and elsewhere local groups leafleted and
picketed stores.

Norwich eco-activists occupied the Bury St
Edmunds offices of Cipta-Eurindo, stopping
work for over an hour. Two are now facing trial
under section 5 of the public order act from
2nd April 2004. The activists intend to turn the
trial around by bringing in withesses to logging
in Papua, thus putting the guilt on Cipta-
Eurindo! A ‘Junglists for Junglists’ benefit and
SSP talk will be held in Norwich the weekend
of the trial.

HROUGHOUT the Pacific rim wild nature
and wild culture are under attack.
TLog,gers tear down the forests. Mining
corporations rip open chasms in the earth.
Free tribal societies are either exterminated
or assimilated. In this century over half of
the earth's diverse forms of life are facing

extinction - these are critical times.

The Pacific rim with its rainforest
expanses, surviving pockets of wild peoples
and coral reefs is a critical field of battle.
Against the death culture rebellion grows.
The victorious eco-insurrection in
Bougainville and the strengthening
resistance in Papua are just two examples.

For ten years the British radical
ecological movement has taken inspiration
from Pacific struggles and in return carried
out sporadic solidarity actions against
companies and embassies. In the middle of
2002 some of us behind these actions
decided we needed to consolidate to make
sure we can give more consistent support
to struggling wild peoples in this region, so
the SSP network was formed.

We aim primarily to support the West
Papuan tribal resistance, Earth First! and
indigenous people in the Phillipines and
bring attention to the revolution on
Bougainville. We carry out solidarity actions
here, raise money to send as direct aid and
produce publications bringing the voices of
rebels in the South Pacific unmediated.

At the beginning of the 21st century we
all have to chose sides. Do we remain on
the side of Industrial civilisation, or do we
stand with wild cultures and radical social
movements - in defence of our living earth?

www.eco-action.ag/ssp



29th Jan - Demo at PNG Embassy

The Papua New Guinea High Commission
was picketed the day PNG intended to launch
attacks on West Papuan refugees and OPM
camps. News of the demo got to the PNG
press and government.Despite being small the
demo harassed the staff enough for the High
Commissioner to be hysterical about it six
months later at a meeting of Papuan mission
organisations attended by a solidarity activist.

24th March — Pptests at BP AGM

BP’s Tangguh Gas project in West Papua
was one of the many issues that brought a
large protest to the BP AGM. BP’ s Liquid
Natural Gas project in Bintuni bay threatens
one of the largest mangrove areas in the world
and is already meeting with resistance from
the local fishing population. The AGM was
partly disrupted by some disgruntled
‘shareholders’ throwing stinking liquid
everywhere and shouting in the meeting. A
large alternative AGM was held outside.

24th Oct — R Z Picket

In solidarity with the week of action
organised by Papuan students in Jakarta
against the Freeport/RTZ mine (see news
section) thirteen people picketed the offices of
RTZ in London. Top corporate staff were
harangued as they went in and out for their
lunch break and leaflets were distributed to the
public.

25th Oct — R'Z windows smashed

The following night the windows of RTZ’s
corporate headquarters in London were
smashed shattering the 'greenwash’ illusions
of this murderous multi-national.

ALF Attack onPrimate Impoters
The Animal Liberation Front Supporters
Group recently reported the fiebombing of
specially adapted vehicles that were being
used to transport macaques from Indonesia
and the Philippines. The vehicles belonged to

Since our last newsletter there has been ongoing work to provide support to prisoners across
the Pacific and particularly in West Papua.

Benny Wenda the Chair of DeMMak,
was arrested in West Papua in 2002. Fearing
he would be disappeared or tortured many
phone calls were made directly to the prison
and local police offices, money was sent via
his friends and a small protest was held
outside the Indonesian embassy in London.
Later, after multiple attempts on his life,
Benny was able to escape and is how seeking
asylum in the UK!
On arrival in the UK, Benny told supporters
how he had heard of our actions via prison
guards and how as a result he felt safe and
his conditions were improved from being manacled in an overflowing toilet without food or light
to a normal cell. His friends were also able to buy drinking water (which he was not being
provided with) and safe food with the money that was sent.

Raul Zapata was freed on 19th Sept 2003 when
his case was turned over in a Supreme Court review! In
our last newsletter we reported that Raul was serving a
life sentence for killing the mayor and injuring his
bodyguard in an act of self-defence. Raul was a
Philippino Department of Environment and Natural
Resources Strike Force worker and as part of his job he
had regularly detained illegal logging trucks belonging to
the mayor. Frustrated by this the mayor attacked Raul
who shot back, killing him. During his time in prison we
sent him letters and money so that his family could
travel over hundreds of miles to visit him. SSP activists
visited Raul in jail as part of their 2003 visit to the Philippines and we also wote letters to the
Supreme Court in support of his case being reviewed. After his release we received this letter of
thanks from Raul’s wife:
“We are very thankful to all of you who have endeavoured to help Raul.lt is our victory and a
VICTORY FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND MOTHER EARTH. To all of you thank you very much.”

Money and support to West Papuan prisoners - We have been supporting Papuan
prisoners by phoning prisons immediately after people are arrested when there is the greatest
fear of torture, writing to prisoners and collecting money for prisoners and their families.

Following an attack last year on an armoury in the highlands ther was brutal retaliation by
the Indonesian military; many people were arrested and tortured and one killed in custody.
Immediately many supporters from around the world were on the telephones direct to the
prisons and police and army chiefs alerting them to the fact that the world is watching. We have
had numerus reports that this sort of action is effective in preventing torture and mistreatment
of prisoners. Soon after, most of the prisoners were released and we heard of ho more tor ture.

Many people have sent letters and cards to OPM and other Papuan prisoners and money has
been collected and sent to them. In particular, following the recent life sentencing of seven
Papuans in connection with the above armoury attack Brighton Anarchist Black Cross sent over
£100 directly to these prisoners and their families.

8th Nov — NTM Demonstration




Harassing the Attackers

Prisoner Suppdr

Direct Cash Aid




Filippino Eco-Rads
Mobilise

Manobo Foest Defenders






Does the Natw Speak?

Recent Rgofs in West Papua that
the Natue Does Speak

Human-Made or Natural Disasters?

Will we Understand the Language of
Natue?



OPM - Fee Papua Movement

PDP — Papuan Psidium Council Mamta - Mamberamodmi Tribal
Council

AE - Alotau Envionment

OPM/TPN

HAMAK
Mel-Sol - Melenisian Solidarity

AMP — Papuan Student Alliance
BRA-Bougainville Revolutionar Army

DeMMaK — Koteka Tibal Assembly
Watch Papua

MDF - Makemue Defence Foe

ELSHAM — Institute for Human
Rights Study and Advocacy
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SSP Goups

Earth First! Goups in the Philippines

West Papua
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