PAwA NA PIPEL!

pawa n. electricity; Ol Elkom katim pawa asde. Elcom disrupted

electricity supply yesterday.

pawa n. strength; Em i gat pawa long karim dispela semen. He’s
got the strength to carry this bag of cement.

Pipel n. people; Ol pipel bilong mi i makim mi long kamap
memba bilong Palimen. My people elected me to be a member of

the Parliament.

lokpisin English Bahasa Dictionary 1997

his interview was carried out in Autumn 2003 by an SSP

activist who had travelled to Papua New Guinea to provide

medical support to West Papuan refugees. The interview is
with a well known radical lawyer and activist from ‘MelSol’ — a broad
coalition of many of those opposed to the present neo-colonial

situation in PNG.

hile I’ve been here in Papua
WNeW Guinea there have been
a number of events maybe

worth mentioning. One of the biggest
was the continuing strike by Telecom
workers, against the possibility of
privatisation. The headline of one of the
PNG newspapers was ‘City sabotage.
Telecom cables severed, half of NCD in
chaos’ with the insinuation that this was
done by worlkers as part of the strile.
As part of general workers’ struggles, is

this tactic of sabotage used often in
Papua New Guinea?

I think this would be one of the first times
that workers have resorted to this type of
strategy. In the past they have tried to
keep within the law. I think it’s more out
of desperation over the situation they’re
facing.

The strike has had quite a lot of effect
in terms of breaking communication
links here in PNG, for instance it’s been
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Telikom cables
severed, half of |
'NCD in chaos

By PEKU PILIMBO =
TELECOMMUNICATION  cables |
were sabotaged in Port Moreshy on
Monday night, throwing parts of NCD |
and Papua New Guinea into chaos, |

Criminals poured petrol into a cable-main | &
along Waigani Drive and set it afight, destroy- 58
ing imermational and dorestic communication |
lines linking Gerehw and Winigani areas in
NCD and Lorengan, Mendi, Dam, Tari and
Buku.

Telikom management soid yesterday that B
contraclors were replacing the bumt-out cables
yesterday. The destruction inclhuded the eptic
fibre line that is the intemational carecr. E-mail
and Internet services wens also disrupted in the
area. Maobile telephones, facsimile and even
banking services and airline booking services
were down.

Amuong state Tnstinations affected were the
Telikom Rumana building which is the head-
guarters of Telikom PNG Lid, The National
Parliament, National Covernment  doj
ments, the University of PNG, The Telikom

Maritirne
workers rgturn
to work

to the burnt cabile along Waigani Drive yes-

Earth Station, Gondoa's Industrial aren. nEm worker Peler

terday. i by T

National Capital Diistrict C: several EKAR KEAPU.
eommercial hanks. hotels and guest houses. i

Telikom management said some communi-  Amows Club ok place at about Spm. During
cagion links should be restored by dsy aseon-  the day, the PNG Communication Workers

iractoes were working round-the-clock. Union which comprised mainly of Telikom
Thiose responsible have yet o be caught. workers, went ona hal (-day stop-work mecting
The destruction of the cables near the former  on Monday and continued into yestenlay while

wmion executives met with Independent Public
Business Corporation  {IPBC) 10 iren-out
wirkers' grievances. wo weeks.

“The persons responsible knew exactly what The man said: “The wires are complicated

they were doing. It couldn't have been done by W See Page 2

Hickey stirs
up stink over
RD Tuna

someone without sy knowledge of Telikom
opemtlms, said a Telikom spokesman yester-

The workers are demanding that [PBC,
among other things, guarantee employees’
future and job security when Telikom is par-
tially sold.

Telikom scting Manager Director Martin
Viisame s3id yesierday that main el
services should be restored by today, “but indi-
vidual services will take quite a long time 10
restore”.

Mr Veisame said Telikom’s loss of business
wis substantial ot the big loss was its cos-
tomers” posdwill.

“Opportunists may have taken advantige of
the sitwstion ancd | woukd like o apologise to
customers,” said Mr Veisame,

He said Telikoin had 20 technicians working
around the clock to have servives restared.

He explained that someone poured petrol on
the manbole and set fire W the cables, wtally
cutting off communications,

Mr Veisame said identitics of the saboteurs

identified,

tion installations.

o maintain affected lines. illegal acts.

A technician with RASA Communications
and Cabling. a local company contracied by
Telikom 1o curry ot mainienance work on the
affected lines, said the work could take about

City sabage

were nol known @l this stage but they would
face the full force of the law once they were

He said PRGCWL and IPBC were invel vesd
in the pegoiation process and not with
Telikom management and its ielecommunica-

He requested that the matier be resolved
quickly berween the two groups and for the
union members to refrain from carrying ot

difficult for some of the banking
systems to operate. Personally, how do
you view the likelihood of their success?

I think m terms of their immediate
concern which 1s their benefits and
entitlements prior to privatisation, it seems
like it has worked. The privatisation
commission or whatever they call it now,
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has agreed to meet most of their demands
before the telecommunications company
privatise. So 1t appears to have been a
successful strategy, although they are still
negotiating.

This struggle against Telecom is just the
most recent episode in a long period of
struggles against privatisation here in

Papua New Guinea. Maybe you could
talk a bit about the demonstrations a
couple of years ago which were also
against some of the global institutions
such as the World Bank and IMF; we
heard in the West about a number of
students being shot on the
demonstrations, but could you give us a
better picture of it?

Yes, I think the history of these struggles
against privatisation and the World
Bank/IMF programme in Papua New
Guinea goes a long way back into the
early "90s; around *91 or *92 was when
the World Bank/IMF started to become
more pro-active in Papua New Guinea in
terms of trying to influence the policies
and political directions of the country. But
also at the time, the government was
changing, so the World Bank could not
really implement its programmes, but in
’94, °95 the World Bank/IMF made a
major effort to influence the direction of
the country, coming in with the Structural
Adjustment Programme and so many
conditions that the government had to
adopt before it could receive any more
assistance from the World Bank/IMF.
They gave about 35 conditions that the
government must adopt. And that was of
course, challenged by the public, students,
workers organisations, Non-Governmental
Organisations (NGOs), community
organisations, and eventually it was
reduced to 15 main terms and conditions,
but the key elements of the newly brought
in policies of the World Bank were still
there. Like opening up the economy,
stopping wage increases or freezing
wages, reducing government spending and
all those things, those were still in place.
Also one of the key programmes in
Papua New Guinea was to register clan
land, because in PNG at least 95% of land

is owned by community groups, through
their clans. And I think the World Bank
and IMF found that that this was against
the interest of global capital, that it made
it hard for global capital to have access to
land. That was one of their major pushes
to change the law, to make it compulsory
for clans to register their land, so they can
be available for development. We —
political organisations, NGOs, churches —
we converged on the parliament and
forced the government to put a stop to that
part of the World Bank programme. But it
was not altogether put away, as you know;
they put it on the shelf and tried to revive
it in various forms and that saw the action
by the students in the year 2002, which
resulted in a police fight, with students
and members of the public being shot by
the police.

So, there’s been a long struggle against
the World Bank/IMF for Papua New
Guinea; also it’s been a struggle about the
type of development or type of political-
economic direction that people think the
country should take. There’s been a lot of
opposition against World Bank/IMF
programmes because people have seen it’s
not working in other countries. But since
those killings, I think it has affected the
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and it’s probably worth going into that
a bit more and what that means here in
Papua New Guinea. For me, it’s been

quite eye-opening to come to a country
where a majority of the land is not only





















