PAwA NA PIPEL!

pawa n. electricity; Ol Elkom katim pawa asde. Elcom disrupted

electricity supply yesterday.

pawa n. strength; Em i gat pawa long karim dispela semen. He’s
got the strength to carry this bag of cement.

Pipel n. people; Ol pipel bilong mi i makim mi long kamap
memba bilong Palimen. My people elected me to be a member of

the Parliament.

lokpisin English Bahasa Dictionary 1997

his interview was carried out in Autumn 2003 by an SSP

activist who had travelled to Papua New Guinea to provide

medical support to West Papuan refugees. The interview is
with a well known radical lawyer and activist from ‘MelSol’ — a broad
coalition of many of those opposed to the present neo-colonial

situation in PNG.

hile I’ve been here in Papua
WNeW Guinea there have been
a number of events maybe

worth mentioning. One of the biggest
was the continuing strike by Telecom
workers, against the possibility of
privatisation. The headline of one of the
PNG newspapers was ‘City sabotage.
Telecom cables severed, half of NCD in
chaos’ with the insinuation that this was
done by worlkers as part of the strile.
As part of general workers’ struggles, is

this tactic of sabotage used often in
Papua New Guinea?

I think this would be one of the first times
that workers have resorted to this type of
strategy. In the past they have tried to
keep within the law. I think it’s more out
of desperation over the situation they’re
facing.

The strike has had quite a lot of effect
in terms of breaking communication
links here in PNG, for instance it’s been
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Papua New Guinea. Maybe you could
talk a bit about the demonstrations a
couple of years ago which were also
against some of the global institutions
such as the World Bank and IMF; we
heard in the West about a number of
students being shot on the
demonstrations, but could you give us a
better picture of it?

Yes, I think the history of these struggles
against privatisation and the World
Bank/IMF programme in Papua New
Guinea goes a long way back into the
early "90s; around *91 or *92 was when
the W
























