Bougainville island lies only 7km west from the
nearest of the Solomon Islands. Originally colonised
by the Dutch, it then tell under German and, after
World War I, Australian control. Despite close cul-
tura and geographical links with the Solomon
Islands, it was governed as part of Papua New
Guinea (320 miles to the west). When PNG was
given ‘independence’ in 1975, Bougainville island
was placed under 1ts tlag.

Ecological Destruction

In 1969 CRA, an Australian subsidiary of the British
mining giant Rio Tinto Zinc torcibly established a
copper mine. From the beginning the island’s people
resisted. News footage of women fighting with ot
cops over survey pegs received international cover -
age. In Bougainville women are the traditional
landowners; land 1s passed from “woman to woman'.
To put it lightly, on this occasion it was clear their
land was not being passed on in the traditional man -
ner. The building ot the mine saw 800 villagers land -
less and another 1,400 without fishing rights as land
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was seized and rainforest destroyed. The subsistence
lite ot gardening and fishing was destroyed. 220
hectares of rainforest was poisoned, burned and bull-
dozed. After 20 years the mine had grown to a huge
crater /2 km deep and nearly 7km in circumference,
creating over a billion tonnes of waste. This was
dumped into the Jaba river valley, creating a wall of
waste hundreds of metres high, turning one of the
1slands biggest river systems bright blue.

Ecological Revolution

In 1988, atter two decades of 1gnored protests, peti-
tions & compensation claims, Bougainvilleans had
had enough. A handful of islanders stole company
explosives, destroying electricity pylons, buildings
and machinery. By using guerrilla tactics they suc-





















