west papuas

Tribes Draw the Line: Enough is Enough!

“The tribal warrior cultures of the native
Papuans would rather die fighting than live
another minute under the brutal,
destructive and genocidal Indonesian
regime. | have to say | agree with them.”

- Friends of People Close to Nature activist
in West Papua.

“In the forest we can fight and win with bows
and arrows and a few old rifles. Give us a
hundred guns and we could take Jayapura and
drive the Indonesians out.” - Malkaya Brower
60, OPM activist.

December 1st, 2000: 39th anniversary of
the failed, unilateral declaration of
independence for the former Dutch colony of
W\est Papua. Across the Indonesian province
of Irian Jaya the banned Papuan ‘Morning
Star’ flag is proudly raised with due contempt
for the law and the people of West Papua
announce that Enough is Enough:
‘Independence - or death!’

The government response was swift,
predictable and sickening. Army units marched
into villages demanding the removal of the
‘separatist’ flags and killed, wounded or
arrested those who tried to defend them. In
Merauke township, 7 were shot dead; in Fak
Fak, 2. On December 7th, police and soldiers
stormed Abepura University, supposedly in
retaliation for an attack by enraged Papuans
on policemen who pulled down a flag in
Jayapura. Students - most from fiercely pro-
OPM hill tribes - were dragged from their beds;
1 was shot dead on the spot and 2 were
stabbed to death with bayonets and beaten
beyond recognition; 101 were arrested. Ori
Dorongi, 19, was later beaten to death in
custody; a withess saw him crawl and die on
the floor, his brain exposed through the gaping
hole smashed in his skull.

Fighting broke out sporadically throughout
December; by the 20th, the death toll for the
month stood at 19, bringing the years’ total to
nearly 50. Hundreds more had been arrested,
wounded or ‘disappeared’. Torture is routine:

“l could see the clubs, whips and split
bamboo whips at their work. Their ends were
smeared with blood, and blood sprayed the
walls all the way up to the ceiling. Sometimes |
saw the policemen hopping up on benches,
continuing to strike blows from there or
jumping back down onto the bodies “below.” -

Oswald Iten, Swiss journalist nicked in VVesi
Papua

On January 7th, a cheery bit of poetic
justice saw a plane packed with military top
brass crash into a remote mountain top in
Kurima district, robbing West Papua of some
of its biggest bastards. Regional military
command chief Major-General Tonny Rompis,
Irian Jaya Police Chief F.X. Sumardi and
seven other scum on the torture and
oppression scene perished in the ‘unfortunate’
mishap. Then on the 16th, an OPM guerrilla
unit led by Willem Onde took hostage twelve
workers from Korean timber company PT
Korindo. The OPM are demanding $1m
compensation for the trashing of the
environment, as well as the withdrawal of
mobile units of cops from Asiki district, a total
halt to logging and an end to the security
forces’ hunt for freedom fighters. The timber
company promptly sent out a crack
‘negotiating’ team, complete with cheque book,
to try to come to an arrangement with the
OPM. The shit-kickin’ Papuans simply took
them hostage too! Jakarta has been warned to

Around 1511, some Portuguese sailors found a big island north of Australia. It never occurred to them that it
might already have a name, so they called it New Guinea. They wandered off shortly afterwards, as explorers
will. In 1700 the Dutch arrived, and they weren't quite as laid back. They invaded and started plundering. The
3ritish and Germans dived in soon after and that's how it all came to be divided up.

Rich gits of varying western nationalities spent the next few hundred years arguing over lines on maps, until
1969, when the OPM (Free Papua Movement) started kickin up shit. This was a reaction to the 1963 invasion of

West Papua by Indonesia, which stopped the independence process, Indonesia promised to give independence,

but of course this was bollocks. They killed some 300,000 people at least and are still killing anyone who
opposes them, with help from the West, particularly the US and Britain. Despite the mass murder tribal people
continue to resist the destruction of their homeland, race and cultures.

start implementing the demands soon, or the
OPM they would take more action.

So why now?

Why 2000, the 39th anniversary? Separatist
sentiments boiled over last year when the
‘softly-softly’ approach and token gestures
(legalisation of the flag and an official name
change to West Papua) promised by President
Adurrahman Wahid in '99 were overruled by
his own hardline government. Preferring the
no-nonsense days under Suharto’s jackboot,
they instead upped the military presence,
overrode the ‘flag’ policy and generally sought
to snuff out the tiny flame of hope the
President’s puny promises had kindled. The
new ban on the flag has been brutally
enforced by police and army

2000 also saw the West Papuan
independence movement instigate mass
gatherings of the clans; the second ‘Peoples’
Congress’, running from 29th of May to 4th
June attracted 50,000 and saw the formation
of the Presidium Council - a group of
moderates trusted to conduct pro-
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independence dialogue with Indonesia. The
moderates, predictably, went straight for
compromise, amongst other things striking an
agreement with the authorities to restrict the
flying of the Morning Star to just 5 locations.
The people were livid.

‘It's a tragic decision, detrimental to the
whole independence struggle.’

- John Rumbiak, Institute for Advocacy and
Human Rights."

Both the OPM guerrillas and the Penis
Gourd Council of Elders - whose exotic and
risque name is derived from the traditional,
‘minimalist’ attire of the Dani hill tribe - have
denounced the Council and have vowed to
Live Wild or Die. They will undertake armed
attacks as the only effective way of countering
Indonesian brutality. Just about everybody in
West Papua supports these ‘hardliners’; no-
one believes dialogue with Indonesia will get
anywhere.

“We are all OPM in our hearts” - student
leader Jatin Wakerkwa

The Build-Up

In the months preceding Independence Day
the military machine of the world’s fourth mosi
populous nation geared up for full-scale
assault on a province of tribal peoples armed
with little more than spears and bows and
arrows. On October 6th, the chief of police
ordered that all Morning Star flags be pulled

No Refuge in PNG

Senior Papua New Guinea (PNG)
defence officers have claimed thai
Indonesian troops have made more than
400 illegal border incursions in pursuit of
rebels in a two month period. The PNG
government has chosen to ignore these
border violations, insisting the situation in
West Papua is an ‘internal’ matter for
Indonesia. Strange then that PNG has not
extended its ‘turn-a-blind-eye’ border
procedure to the West Papuan refugees the
soldiers are chasing. PNG Deputy Police
Commissioner Sam Inguba has stated that
any refugee suspected of OPM activity will
be arrested, charged and handed over to the
tender loving care of the Indonesian
authorities...
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down within a month. The next day, in the
highland town of WWamena, protests broke oul
after cops moved in to remove a flag; by
nightfall 2 tribespeople lay dead and 21 were
injured. Soldiers - some of them fellow
Papuans recruited from Biak and Serui - fired
on fleeing women and children and
indiscriminately strafed the bushes with

In one incident, soldiers took a
Papuan family hostage, cut the
children up alive and fed the pieces
to dogs.

machine gun fire. Prisoners were sexually
assaulted with bayonets and forced to drink
tea made with soldiers’ urine. The people of
the Baliem valley fought back. Thousands
blockaded Wamena’'s Wama bridge; the
authorities replied with a shoot to kill policy
and by the end of the next day 30 lay dead -
including Indonesian transmigrants killed in
retaliation. In one incident, soldiers took a
Papuan family hostage, cut the children up
alive and fed the pieces to dogs.

By the end of November, 26 heavily-armed
warships lay moored off the coast from the
West Papuan capital Jayapura; at the same
time more than 25,000 Indonesian troops were
parachuted into the central highland region,
the heart of the struggle. As in East Timor
Indonesia has also gone all out to raise pro-
Jakarta militias from isolated villages. Then on
the 28th, 5 members of the Papuan Presidium
Council were arrested for insurrection (see
below), despite being in dialogue with Wahid.
The fear is that the OPM and other radicals
are being baited into retaliation - easy
‘justification’ for all-out war on the
Independence Movement.

On 28th December, presidential
spokesman Wimar Witoelar spelled this out:
the approach to dealing with the ‘problems’ in
West Papua, he said, was to change from
preventive to repressive. “From doing
preventative ways to avoid occurrence of
incidents, it will be changed to conducting
efforts after an incident has occurred, which
according to the President's term, are
repressive ways.”

Presidium Council Leaders Nicked

On November 28th, just ahead of the planned
Independence Day celebrations, Jakarta made
a move and had 5 Presidium Council
members, including leader Theys Eluay
arrested for insurgency. In theory, they could
get up to 20 years in jail if convicted.

The Presidium Council (PDP), formed
during the second Papuan people’s congress,
has 31 members and a mandate of trust tc
forward demands for independence by 2005.
Although dubious as to the efficacy of such a
Council, the West Papuan people and the
OPM cautiously agreed to back the PDP
recognising it as a useful ‘tool’ to help
internationalise the VWest Papuan issue at a
crucial time. Come the end of the year
however, Papuans felt they had been right to
be doubtful.

“People are crying because PDP has
become the Indonesians’ little puppet” - Timi,
OPM activist

On 29th August, the OPM invaded the PDP
offices, shut them down and nicked the keys.
The PDP, like most ‘elected representatives’,
were selling out the people. Dialogue was
keeping the independence issue an ‘internal
matter’, not an international one; playing into
Jakarta's hands. On the 6th December, 8 days
after the arrests, the OPM announced to the
world that the PDP’s mandate was withdrawn.
“Papuans will have a new meeting to make a
new team to select people to speak the truth
from the heart of West Papua” said a
representative. Many in the OPM see the PDP
as handing themselves to the cops on a plate,
both to ‘gain cred’ - create an attractive illusion
of ‘dangerous radicalism’ for a bunch of
ineffective moderates - and to avoid Papuans
demanding their accountability over what
they've done since their election. Which ain’t
much.

This may be true - it would not be the first
time aspiring bureaucrats used ‘political arrest’
as a handy protection mechanism. On the
other hand it might also have got to the point
where the Indonesian state wants to contain
any Papuan organisations- however moderate.

The last year has seen a large political
space open up in Papua. So called ‘Papua
posts’ were set up all over the land where
tribes talked and organised about their future
openly when in previous years this would have
been met with massacres. In many towns and
villages a significant ‘dual power’ situation
arose with Indonesian soldiers matched in
number- if not in arms - by longbow carrying
tribespeople. Big demonstrations and road
blockades were beginning to impact on the
economic running of some of the settler towns.
Thousands of settlers have demanded to be
flown out of Papua after conflict with the
natives increased. By jailing - rather than





















